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Tilt-Up TODAY

New Trends In Tilt-Up Finishes continued

By: Matt Sambol, Product Development Engineer, CTS Cement Manufacturing Corp. 

Speed has always been the name of the game with Tilt-Up, and it is one of the 
most important benefi ts of the construction method. Contractors are always 
looking for a competitive advantage that can help them speed up construction 
schedules and complete the Tilt-Up portion of the project faster. One product 
that is able to help patch walls faster is Rapid Set’s® Wunderfi xx® concrete 
patching compound. 

WUNDERFIXX® VS. SACK AND PATCH
In nearly every Tilt-Up project, some amount of patching has to occur. The 
traditional method is known as “sack and patch.” However, this method can 
be time-consuming and diffi cult. It requires crews to apply a wet cement slurry 
to the wall and then rub it with a burlap sack containing dry cement and sand. 
This mixture is then burned in with a trowel, pushing the sand into the slurry 
to get a smooth surface. Not only does this method take a signifi cant amount 
of time to complete, but it also requires extremely skilled labor to obtain a 
smooth fi nish. Further, the method is extremely dusty, which requires more 
clean-up time. With budgets always a factor on any construction site, sacking 
and patching also leaves a large amount of wasted materials, adding to the 
project cost. 

After learning of contractors’ frustration with traditional sacking and patching 
methods, Rapid Set developed WunderFixx specifi cally for Tilt-Up patching. 
Formulated with original non-shrink Rapid Set cement, WunderFixx is a one-
component concrete patching material made with a premium-grade hydraulic 
cement, high-performance polymers and a fi nely ground aggregate with no 
sand.

“The smooth and creamy texture of WunderFixx makes for an easy applica-
tion, thus saving time and money,” said Manny Jubala, foreman with Qualtech 
Concrete, Inc. “The product is ideal for Tilt-Up panels because there is no sand 
in it, so it can be applied at a true feather-edge when fi xing bug holes and 
other imperfections on the Tilt-Up wall.”

With time being paramount in construction, WunderFixx accelerates the sched-
ule because it can be applied, sanded and even painted in the same day. Since 
it is sandable, it is easy to apply and very forgiving. These properties make 
it easy for a novice applicator to achieve a professional fi nish. WunderFixx 
provides a low alkaline surface, which reduces paint’s susceptibility to color 
burnout allows it to be painted in as little as three hours. It has achieved the 
highest possible mold resistance rating based on ASTM 3273 and has been 
shown to have excellent freeze/thaw performance.

WunderFixx can be mixed by hand or with a mechanical mixer. It is then trow-
eled onto the wall. It can be shaved off after about one hour to reduce high 
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